Angie Moffat Memorial Scholarship 
I was awarded MP3 players through the Outback QSITE Angie Moffat Scholarship.  I was awarded two MP3 players to assist with a Natural Disasters unit for an integrated year nine class that focused on English and SOSE outcomes.

The unit required students to read a non-fiction book about a disaster for example the Bali bombings and September 11; the students also had to research information about the disasters they chose to read about.  The assessment item focussed on the students writing a script where the students had to imagine that they were survivors of the disasters they had familiarised themselves with.  This included the development of a written script for a radio interview, which the students had to record themselves using a MP3.  The student then had to download the interview to the schools network for other students to listen to.

I believe using the MP3 players throughout this unit gave the students the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of their chosen natural disaster.  The opportunity of using the MP3 players enabled the students to complete and record a written script which then demonstrated the level of their achievements. 

I also used the MP3 players to record instructions for student’s with learning difficulties in regard to their assessment. This was beneficial as students with literacy difficulties did not need to rely on teacher/aide/other students to read through the assessment piece as the students could just replay the instructions recorded on the portable device.  This allowed all students the opportunity to access curriculum such as, recording reading material.
Using the MP3 players in the classroom allowed the class to complete their assessment as their own pace and to work in collaboration with other students.  Using the devices also reduced congestion of recording the interviews through computer headsets as the class did not need to rely on booking a computer room.

I thoroughly enjoyed incorporating this technology within my teaching as most students were unfamiliar with MP3 and all students found it exciting, challenging and rewarding.  Through observation students are now more confident and aware of personal recording devices.
MP3 players have also been incorporated with other assessment items such as recording narratives that have been incorporated in digital stories that were created using PhotoStory software.
Michelle Jensen- QSITE Outback member – Longreach SHS
Comments regarding the scholarship

“One of the most rewarding professional learning experiences and challenges I have had, I have developed many other uses for the devices, and can see a real difference in student learning outcomes.” 

“Thought it was a great opportunity to expose students to different forms of technology”

“I am proud that I was given the opportunity to apply for such a unique scholarship and to be awarded with useful technology which I still use in the classroom today.”

